[Varicella-zoster-immunoglobulin as a safe prophylaxis of varicella (author's transl)].
The occurrence of varicella in the course of immunosuppressive therapy is always a hazard to life. Up till now, passive immunization is the only method which provides reliable protection. We have had an immunoglobulin compound at our disposal during the last 5 years. This compound was obtained by screening a plasmapool for high-titre varicella antibodies, which were then fractionated. Varicella immunoglobulin was injected on 298 occasions to children incubated with varicella. There were no serious side effects after i.v. administration. These children were on polychemotherapy because of malignant diseases. Only 4 children developed varicella, 3 of them very mildly and none of them was later disabled due to varicella in any form. The protective value of this varicella-immunoglobulin compound is much greater than any other known so far [16].